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Introduction 

Qalandariyyah is a sect of Sufis that started in 1223 A.C with Sheikh 

Jamal al-Din Sawji (d. 1323 A.C). They follow the chivalry sacrament 

as a branch of Rebukism (Malamatians). Qalandriyat refers to the 

literary heritage left by the Qalandri authors and the works describing 

them. These poems are full of Sufi terms, using a dynamic and diverse 

language, benefiting many exciting Rhythms and middle rhymes, but 

not weakened by over usage of literary devices. The mentioned works 

have enough metonymy, sometimes sharp and sometimes moderate, to 

squib religion, beliefs, habits, and customs of people. It promotes the 

abandonment of these habits, especially marriage and family 

relationships. Encouraging people to commit roguish behaviors or to 

drink alcohol, use cannabis and opium, and impiety, and 
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encouragements to Join Zoroastrianism and Christianity are evident in 

the poems. The description of the outer characteristics of Qalandrs is 

also included in them, such as clothing, shaving the hair of the head and 

face, and carrying strange objects. The poems also describe their 

unusual behaviors, such as sudden and unreasonable shouting, 

mysterious and unconventional movements, and living in odd places 

such as tenderloins and bars. 

 

Research methods, background and purpose 

This research is a library study, and the method is the description and 

content analysis. Its purpose is to analyze the content of Qalandari 

quatrains to identify the particular type of Qalandar’s solitude, which is 

isolation from people while being among them. The high position of the 

quartet in mysticism gives the Qalandriyat written in this form great 

value. The time frame of this research is from the beginning to the end 

of the 13th century A.C. In some earlier research  and books there are 

scattered references to the Qalandariyyah in Persian quatrains, 

including Qalandari solemnity written by Abu Talib Mir Raabdini and 

Mehran Afshari (1995), "Qalandariyyah in Persian mystic poetry from 

Sana'i to later" written by J. T. P. Dobrin (1996), "Qalandari" 

researched by Mohammadreza Shafiei Kadkani (2005), Qalandari 

poem written by Seyedah Maryam Abolghasemi (2013), "A look at 

Qalandari research work, relying on Qalandariyya in history written by 

Dr. Mohammadreza Shafiei Kadkani" researched by Peyman Abol 

Bashari and Mitra Nejati (2014), "From Attar’s Qalandar to Hafez’s 

rogue" by Ali Dehghan and Javad Sadighi Liqvan (2015), The ancient 

history of Qalandria written by Ahmed Targun Kara Mustafa (2016), 
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"Mystical and symbolic qualities of Qalandran in the works of Sana'i, 

Attar, Rumi and Hafez” by Zahra Shrafati and Zahra Norouzi (2018) 

and the article "Study of Reflection of Qalandriyya Teachings in 

Persian Poetry" by Samira Heydari (2019). None of the previous studies 

include the results of the present one. 

 

Discussion and review 

From the analysis of the content of Persian quatrains up to the 8th 

century of Hijri, we find that separation and seclusion from people is a 

quality that the Qalandrans chose to avoid hypocrisy and purify all their 

actions for God, and they paid serious attention to it. On the other hand, 

the Qalandrans are not the kind of people to seek refuge in caves and 

huts. They prefer to be in the midst of society, but at the same time 

distance themselves from people and their way of life. This distance 

helps fraudsters to protect their work from being contaminated by 

hypocrisy. Analyzing the concept of subculture in a specific group and 

its function in Qalandran cultural sociology studies helps to find out 

how the members of this sect were able to achieve the above goal. If we 

keep in mind that subculture is the way of life of a specific group within 

a wider culture. The analysis of the content of the Persian Qalandran 

quatrains shows that the Qalandrans deliberately insist on those 

subcultures that the members of the larger society consider strange and 

anti-cultural and avoid. For example, the special language of Qalandran 

contains words, phrases and terms that cannot be understood by people. 

In this way, they prevent their language communication with people. 

Blasphemy and meaningless words also help this goal. Qalandrans are 

more than usual taciturn, but quiet people. Doing things and behaviors 
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that are known to people as anti-cultural; It leads to blame and 

condemnation of Qalandarians. Of course, they don't bother people. 

Qalandarans avoid forming a family and treat women with contempt. 

They are not related to relatives. Qalandrans constantly travel from one 

city to another and wander aimlessly in the streets, alleys and markets 

and go to places like cemeteries to rest and sleep in empty graves. Their 

life is crazy and they scream suddenly for no reason when they are on 

a rampage. They beg and consider it necessary for Qalandar and thus, 

they get their necessities from others. Their slyness, cleverness and 

undesirable secretiveness frighten others. Qalandarans openly smoke 

opium, bhang and hashish and drink wine and are proud of it. The sum 

of these things, which are displeasing to the people, makes them to be 

among the people, but they do not mingle with the people and maintain 

their seclusion. 

 

Conclusion 

From the point of view of cultural sociology, Qalandariyya is a specific 

group whose subcultures have deviated and differentiated from the 

culture of the central society. The analysis of the content of Persian 

quatrains up to the 13th century shows that these poems reflect the 

characteristics of the members of the Qalandari sect, and by analyzing 

these quatrains, the group of Qalandars can be better understood. One 

of the most critical characteristics of Qalandrs is avoiding hypocrisy. 

They prefer to isolate themselves from people to obtain this quality, but 

their isolation is a particular type because this solitude does not occur 

in the darkness of caves and hovels. Qalandrs prefer to be among the 

people of the street and market without mixing with them. What helps 
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this sect achieve this goal is the emphasis on some of their deviant 

subcultures. By emphasizing certain traits, Qalandrs make people avoid 

them. In this way, seclusion is achievable despite being in society. The 

most earnest deviant subcultures of Qalandari are the specific language 

of Qalandari, especially reticence and extreme silence, notoriety and 

getting blameful, avoiding people and family and relatives, wandering 

and vagabonding, crazy life, especially sleeping in empty graves and 

sudden and unreasonable shouts, begging, secretiveness and 

undesirable trickery, consumption and apparent addiction to alcohol 

and drugs such as marijuana and opium, and pride in their consumption. 
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