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Abstract 

The mysticism and Sufism in Persian poetry gained strength with Sana'i 

and attained its peak in Mathnawi Ma'anavi. Maulawi's Mathnawi has 

been in the spotlight of litterateur and mystics throughout the chronicle 

of Persian literature. In the contemporary era, it has also appeal to the 

attention of investigations and scholar.  Maulawi's Mathnawi is 

compiled in six parts. The six parts of this book are now known by the 

term "Daftar = Book". From the beginning, Maulawi had a plan of six 

parts to complete the Mathnawi, but he did not classify the six parts of 

the book with a particular and equable name and title. In this 

investigation, consideration the orgins that have been written about 

Maulawi and Mathnawi, this moot point has been investigated. 

About the topic of the present investigation, so far nothing has been 

written either in the form of an essay or in the establishment of books 

that are related to the life of Maulawi and his mystical compartment. 

The current investigation was conducted in a library and its purpose is 

that to answer the following questions: 

 What interpretations and titles did Maulawi use to name section of 

the Mathnawi? What interpretations did Maulawi's relatives and 

disciples who wrote books about his life use?  What titles have the 
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commentators and scholiast of the Mathnawi used? What changes have 

been made in naming the six sections of the Mathnawi over time? 

The orgins that competent scrutiny in this investigation can be 

classified into two groups. The first one, which is among the original 

orgins, is the data and information that can be juftification from the 

Mathnawi book. Hereinafter this orgins, the beginning and the end of 

the oldest surviving manuscript of Mathnawi Manavi is beneficial in 

this context. Other orgins that can be examined in this context are the 

books written about the life and poetic life of Maulawi. Due to the 

significant of Maulawi's mystical compartment, two significant works 

close Maulawi's lifetime are available, which gives authentic 

information to researchists. SepahSalar's Resaleh and Manaqib al-

Arifin book are these two significant orgins. SepahSalar and Aflaki 

have used the term Mathnawiat to refer to the parts of the Mathnawi. 

As regards the word Mathnawi refers to the parts of Masnawi in plural 

form, it becomes clear to us that this word was a excetional term for 

calling the six parts of the Mathnawi in the opinion of Maulavi's 

relatives. Due to the significant of Mathnawi Ma'navi in the post-

Malawi period, many justifications have been written on this book, 

which can be used in scrutiny the chronicle process of the subject of 

this researchist. By studying and examining the mentioned and above 

orgins, it has been inspected that what was the unit of counting the six 

parts of the Mathnawi in the period of Maulavi. From the beginning of 

the composition, was the computation of the sections of the Mathnawi 

of Maulvi Daftar, or Rumi and his disciples have used other phrases 

other than dividing the book in the famous form today? In the later 
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periods, what interpretations have the commentators used to refer to the 

sections of the Mathnawi. 

The informations that Maulawi and the book of Mathnawi give us in 

this context is that the fact that the book of Mathnawi has six parts was 

a certain and definite matter for its future chapter, but the poet did not 

use only the interpretation of the book to classify the parts from each 

other, and he has used other interpretations. 

Considering the beginning and their ending of the Mathnawi, we 

come to the conclusion that Maulawi used six interpretations to refer to 

the Mathnawi sections, that each of which has its own frequency. 

Regard to the statistics and applications, we find out that he has used 

some more definitions. the definitions that Maulawi used to name and 

refer to the six sections are as follows: Sefr (Book), Sehaf (Book),Sohof 

(Books), Ghesm (Part), Mathnawi, Daftar (Book). In the present 

researchist, in addition to finding out the chronicle course of the six 

interpretations and pointing out the frequency of use of each of these 

interpretations, the dual use of the term »Mathnawi« in the book 

Mathnawi al-Manavi during reference to the book and reference to a 

part of the Mathnawi book have been inspected with the referential 

adjective »This =این «. The frequency of interpretation used in the 

Mathnawi fo refer to the six sections of the Mathnawi is this: Sefr 

(once), Sehaf (once), Sohof (once), Ghesm ) twice ), Mathnawi (twice) 

and Daftar (four times). Some of these interpretations were used before 

Maulawi to refer to other parts of the books, and some of the 

interpretations were used by Maulawi to refer to Mathnawi sections, 

although not used before and after Maulawi to refer to parts of the 

books.  In the oldest surviving manuscript of the Mathnawi, the phrase 
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Daftar is used only once to name and refer to the different sections of the 

Mathnawi. orgins close to Maulawi's time did not use the term Daftar to 

name the sections, but have used the phrase Mathnawi to name and refer 

the six sections of Maulawi's book. They have even used this word 

(Mathnawi) in the plural form, that is, in the form of Mathnawiaat. If we 

consider this interpretation to be one of the Sufi terms, as Yaziji has 

included it in the list of terms of the Manaqib al-Arifin book, it is a 

confirmation that in the periods close to Maulawi, the interpretation of 

the Daftar was not used to classify the different sections of the Mathnawi. 

The orgins of the ninth century have used the term Daftar less.  

From the eleventh century onwards, gradually, the interpretation of 

the Daftar to name the sections of the Mathnawi becomes bold, 

although in this century and in the twelfth century, the interpretation of 

the triangle and the single is still not used, and other interpretations are 

used for naming, such as Sefr and Mojalad (volume), as Khawaja 

Ayyub used Sefr and Kharazmi used the Mojallad (volume). Altogether 

and regard to the review of the orgins, it can be concluded that the 

number of interpretations for naming Mathnawi sections in the 

Mathnawi book shows that Maulawi did not elect the Daftar to refer to 

the Mathnawi sections and did not coercion that the readers and his 

disciples classify the parts of the book with the interpretation of the 

Daftar. Mathnawi commentators do not have a consensus about calling 

the parts of Mathnawi ma'navi. From the eleventh century onwards, the 

general term Daftar has been used as a excetional term for counting the 

parts of the Mathnawi, as well as the general name of the Mathnawi, 

which is the name of one of the forms of Persian poetry, has been used 

in the book of Maulawi. 
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Finally, for the following reasons, commentators of the Mathnawi 

have chosen the interpretation of the book to refer to the parts of the 

Mathnawi, and the interpretation has been confirmed in the 

contemporary period. 

1. The interpretation of the Daftar has been more popular than 

other interpretations in the chronicle of the Persian language, and the 

interpretation of the Sefr is less used and desirable. 

2. For Persian speakers, the pronunciation of Daftar is more fluent 

than other interpretations such as Sahaf and Sohof. 

3. The frequency of repetition of the Daftar in the Mathnawi as a 

reference to the six sections is more than other interpretations. 

 

Keywords: Maulawi, Mathnawiat, Mathnawi, Daftar (Book), six 

Daftar (parts) of mathnawi, Explanations of Mathnawi. 

 

Sources  

AbuSa' ide abolxeyr (1386) Česhidane ta'am vaqt. Editing Mohammad 

reza Šhafi'e kadkani. Tehran. Soxan. 

Aflāki Šamsoddin ahmad (1375) Manāqebol'ārefin. Editing Tahsin 

yāziji. Tehran. Donyaie ketab. 

Tafsiri bar oshri az Qor'ān majid (1352). Editing jalāl matini. Tehran. 

Bonyāde farhang. 

Jāmi nuroddin abdorrahmān (1370). Nafahātol'ons. Editing Mahmood 

ābedi. Tehran. Ettelā'āt. 

xāje ayyub (1377). Asrārolqoyub. Editing Mohammad javad shari'āt. 

Tehran. Asātir. 



6     Journal of Poetry Studies  

xārazmi Adine mohammad (1386). Meftaholasrār. Editig Abbās ali 

vafāei. Tehran. Soxan. 

Sepahsalār feraydun ahmad (1395) Resale sepahsālār. Editing 

mohammad ali movahhed and Samad movahhed. Tehran. 

Karname. 

------------- (1387) Resale sepahsalar. Editing mohammad Afshin 

vafāei. Tehran. Soxan. 

sa'adi (1372). Bustan. Editing gholamhosin yusefi. Tehran. Xārazmi. 

Soltān valad (1377). Robab name. editing ali soltani gerdfaramarzi. 

Tehran. Tehran. 

Shāh dāei (1363) sharhe masnaviye. Editing mohammad nazir. 

Peākestān. 

Zarif Čalabi hasan (1389). Kašefol asrār. Editing Alireza qujezade. 

Tehran. 

Abbāsi abdollatif (1396). Latāiefol ma'navi. Editing Behzād borhān. 

Tehran . moqofate Afshār. 

Ferdowsi (1394). Šāhnāme. Editing jalāl xāleqi motlaq. Tehran. 

Soxan. 

Qazvini mohammad saleh(1374). Konozolerfan. Editin Ahmad 

mojāhed. Tehran Rozane. 

Mohammad na'im (1387). Šarhe Mathnawi. Editing Ali owjabi. 

Tehran. Majles. 

Maulawi (1363). Mathnawi. Editing Nikolson. Tehran. Amirkabir. 

Maulawi (1371). Mathnawi (Manuscript). Purjavadi. Tehran. Nashre 

daneshgahi. 

Homāyi jalal (1360). Tafsire Mathnawi Maulawi. Tehran. Agah.  

 


